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that which he wills comes into being out of nothing, as we see from 
the history of creation." Ps. XLVIII., 5, "For he commanded, and they 
were created." 1 It is also difficult to believe that such comprehensive 
passages as the following do not include creatio ex nihilo : Neh. IX., 6, 
"Thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, 
the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is 
therein, and thou preservest them all ;" and Col. I., 16, " For in him 
were all things created, in the heavens and upon the earth, things 
visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or princi- 
palities or powers ; all things have been created through him, and 
unto him ; and he is before all things, and in him all things consist." 
On "were created" Bishop Ellicott remarks, "The forced meaning, 
'were arranged, reconstituted,' though lexically admissible, is fully 
disproved by Meyer, who observes that kt'^u always in the New Testa- 
ment implies the bringing into existence, spiritually or otherwise, of 
what before was not." 

Add to all these passages, the Scripture teachings on the inde- 
pendence of God, the dependence of all things on him, and his 
absolute sovereignty over them, and, in general, his almightiness, — 
these, with the considerations presented above on Gen. I., are sufficient 
to show that the Bible does teach the doctrine of the creation 
of matter from nothing, that it is not co-eternal with God, nor an 
emanation from him. 
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II. 

3. The third kind of Old Testament truth to be noticed, is Pre- 
sentations of the Results of the Incarnation, that are to come to Israel, 
and to the other nations of the world. 

The central preparation for the Incarnation, the history of which 
is the substance of the Old Testament, was the preparation of a nation. 
It is, indeed, true that a national preparation, like a national reform, 
goes on only through forces that work in individual souls, but the 
results wrought by these forces, appear not only in the various single 
souls, but also in external national conditions. For the nation is, after 
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all, something more than a mere aggregation of independent units. 
The various relations existing among these units are no less real than 
the units themselves, and make a real part of the national whole. 
Thus it comes to pass that many of the results that are the product 
of the forces that immediately work in the individual life and soul, and 
these too among the most important of these results, are not to be 
found in any or many of the separate lives and souls of the national 
whole, so long as these are considered apart from this whole. They 
appear only in the life and condition of the nation viewed as a unit, 
or, as one may say, as an organic totality. In other words, they do 
not exist in the individuals as separate entities, but in the relations 
of these individuals, or, as it is perhaps better to say, in the individ- 
uals in their relations. 

It was upon these outward and more obvious results of the forces 
at work in the heart and mind of the individual, these results that 
appear in the national life and condition, that the ancient thought, 
before the appearing of the personal Christ, who so emphasized his 
own individuality, and thus the individuality of all men, seems most 
to have centered. It was quite natural, therefore, and altogether in 
harmony with the prevailing thought of the age, that the prophets of 
the Old Testament, in their endeavor to secure the national prepara- 
tion which was the necessary prelude to the Incarnation, should think 
much and speak often of the results that should come, in the Messi- 
anic age, to the nation of Israel, and by it, or because of it, to the 
other nations of the world. 

It is not to be denied that the prophets themselves saw what the 
great apostle of the Gentiles more clearly saw, that not all who were 
of Israel, were really Israel. The true Israel within Israel is an Old 
Testament not less than a New Testament conception. But, in the 
prophetic view, this inner Israel is not a mere aggregation of individ- 
uals, still less a church distinct from the state, or a new organization 
founded upon the ruined state. This inner and true Israel, to the 
prophet, was the real nation, the beginning of the future grand, tri- 
umphant, and exalted theocracy. All beyond this real Israel was, as 
are the camp-followers to an army, in name and not in truth, a part 
of the theocratic nation. 

So far, therefore, as the prophet sets before us the future Messi- 
anic age, it is the future of the nations that he brings to view. The 
destiny of individuals is either left out of sight altogether, or is dwelt 
upon merely as an element in the national future. Thus it is the 
wicked nations who are to return to the unseen world, and perish 
before the wrath 6f Jehovah (Ps. IX., 18 [17 in E. V.]). The mountain 
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of the house of Jehovah is to be the place of concourse for nations, 
and the nations are to learn the ways of Jehovah and to walk in his 
paths (Micah IV., 1-2). Jehovah is to reveal himself in anger against 
his foes by smiting the nations that come not to hold the feast of the 
tabernacles (Zech. XIV., 18-19). I* i s Israel as the indestructible nation, 
that is to be the favorite of Jehovah, and a blessing to all the nations 
of earth (Jer. xxxi., 35-37; Zech. vni., 23; Isa. lxvi., 18-22). 

This prominence given to the nation in the prophetic thinking 
about the future, and also the fact that the divine work in the Old 
Testament age had for both its center and its goal the preparation of 
the nation of Israel to be the center of the Messianic manifestation, 
furnish, it is easy to see, a natural explanation of the scantiness and 
incompleteness of the teachings of the Old Testament as to the eter- 
nal future of the individual soul, and, in particular, as to the matter of 
future rewards and punishments. 

With the coming of the personal Christ,. the individual, and no 
longer the nation, became of the greater importance. The personal- 
ity of Christ, and the worth of that personality, were then and for- 
evermore the supreme facts of this world ; and the supreme question 
became the personal relation of each man to the personal Christ. 
So the present condition and future destiny of the individual soul 
became more prominently and more exclusively the subjects of reve- 
lation and of inspired teaching. The apostles had little to say, com- 
paratively, of the future of the nations ; but they dwelt almost 
exclusively on the results which would come, because of the Incarna- 
tion, to individual souls. 

But we ought not, to infer from this that they considered of little 
value the prophetic teachings in regard to the national results of the 
Incarnation ; or that, in their own thinking, they gave them the go-by. 
The Book of Revelation and Romans XI. are express evidences of the 
contrary. But the prophets had taught well and clearly as to these 
results ; and what need was there of repeating their teachings ? 
Besides, the great need of the apostolic age was for teaching as to the 
relation of the individual soul to the personal Christ. Moreover, the 
great need of the church of the future was that the teaching of the 
prophets as to the national results of the incarnation, should be supple- 
mented by apostolic teaching as to the results to the individual, that 
the divine revelation might be full and complete. No wonder, 
therefore, that, in the new liberty of the gospel, in the new joy of a 
blessed fellowship with the personal Redeemer risen from the dead, 
and exalted to the right hand of God, the apostles, filled with the con- 
ception of the universal brotherhood and priesthood in Christ, dwelt, 
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in their teachings, on the personal, rather than on the national results 
that were to come to men from the life and work of their Lord. 

But all this does not show that the Christian preacher is not to 
seek to set forth these national results that are to attend the pro- 
gress and triumph of the kingdom of God. This conclusion is no 
more warranted than that the apostles gave these results no place in 
their own thinking. For the results that are to be wrought among the 
nations by the Messiah, the King of kings, in the accomplishment of 
his mediatorial work, are an essential part of his purpose, and will 
contribute not a little to the grandeur and glory of his kingship. The 
extent and greatness of God's purpose in Christ, therefore, and the 
real might and value of the divine Savior, can only be fully seen when 
the national results of the Incarnation are taken into account. 

From all this, it is clear that the preacher who omits or neglects 
to make the presentation of the national results that are to flow from 
the mediatorial reign of Christ, a part of his work, must fail to make 
known to men the full purpose of God, must fail also to show the true 
might and the far reaching influence of the great Christ-life, and will 
really rob his Lord of no small part of the honor and praise which 
belong to him from men, and are his right, because, as King of kings, 
he is controlling the destinies of nations, and is to be the source and 
determination of the final issues of their history. 

Nor will the evil results end with this robbery of Christ. The 
great truths relating to the might and glory of the kingship of Christ, 
and to all the gracious and wondrous results that are to flow from it, 
must have a purifying and formative influence upon Christian life and 
character. This is according to the law of the Christian life set forth 
in i John III., 3. When, then, the true Christian sees clearly what the 
real issues of his life may be in Christ, when he realizes that life is 
"worth living," if lived in Christ, because each true life that is in him, 
is to affect the destinies of nations, and to determine, to some extent, 
the issues of their history, he can but strive to live worthy of his call- 
ing. When he comes to the full understanding of the fact that he is 
a fellow-laborer with him who is at once the goal and the determination 
of all national, as well as of individual life, and that, through him, as 
one of the living body of Christ, this goal is to be reached, and this 
determining power is to be made effective, if he has in him the mind that 
was in Christ, he will seek with utmost earnestness to be such as is his 
great fellow-laborer. This he will do, if he does not, amid the cares 
and distractions of life, forget these great truths in relation to the 
nature and results of the kingship of Christ, which have in them the 
power to inspire in the soul earnestness and strong endeavor to attain 



The Old Testament for the Pastoe. 155 

* i 

to "the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." But who is 
to remind him of these truths, who is to call him back from his busy- 
trifling with the things that perish to his true vocation of shaping the 
destinies of the nations, if not his pastor ? This surely is the work of 
him who is set for the defense of the gospel, appointed to divide 
rightly the word of truth, called to feed the flock of God. 

But these great truths in relation to the national results of the 
Incarnation, have also another important value, as has been shown in 
the experience of the church. This is their worth as encouragements 
in times when men are ready to lose heart, and as incentives to earnest 
and persistent work in times of disaster and gloom. When despair 
would otherwise have put an end to all effort, how often have the 
glorious visions of the prophets of God, made stirring realities by the 
eye of faith, roused the hope and renewed the efforts of the servants 
of Christ. What, for example, has so inspired the church to effort 
and sacrifice in its great missionary work, as the assurance that the 
kingdoms of this world are to become "the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ"? Doubtless simple loyalty to Christ, and the purpose 
to obey him in going to all nations and teaching them according to the 
Great Commission, would have led the church to some activity in the 
work of missions. But who can tell how well even loyalty and obe- 
dience would have endured the dark days of apparently hopeless labor, 
and the long years of weary waiting? It has been, after all, the con- 
fidence that God has a great purpose of grace concerning the nations, 
and that he is even now working among the nations to accomplish that 
purpose, which has been the source of the hope and enthusiasm that 
have made possible the heroic efforts and the glorious results of the 
missionary spirit in the church of Christ. It is possible also, as it is 
not far to see, that the lack of missionary spirit in what we must, with 
sorrow, confess is much too large an element of the church, and the 
want of means and men for the evangelizing of the nations, may be 
due, in part at least, to the absence in the church of clear and well 
realized knowledge of what the great and gracious purposes of God 
concerning the nations truly are, and to a failure to see and under- 
stand that God is, all around us, working in the nations for the accom- 
plishment of these purposes, and constantly bringing them to pass. 

It is worthy of note, in this connection, that Chiliasm has flour- 
ished most in the church in those -times in which the church has 
seemed to be making the least progress in its opposition to the world, 
and has b^en suffering from persecution. Thwarted and oppressed by 
the powers of the world, it has npt unnaturally turned its eyes with 
longing to the time when its Lord should show himself as King of 
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kings, and rule over the nations, giving his now afflicted church a share 
in his glory and a place on his throne. Saved by hope, it has had 
heart and courage to endure, and even to withstand the attempts to 
crush out its life, and has emerged from its dark days stronger and 
purer for its trials. It matters not for the present purpose whether 
Chiliasm is true or false. All that is claimed is, that its history shows 
the power of a faith in the future sure victory of the kingdom of God 
over the nations, to maintain the courage and to continue unwearied 
the efforts of the church of God in the days of adversity and trial. 
Whether the national results of the reign of Christ are thought to 
be such as Chiliasm claims, or not, a firm confidence in the ultimate 
subjugation of the nations, as nations, to the on-moving Kingdom of 
God, must have in it the same inspiration and power as the Chiliastic 
faith. The conquest is equally as grand, the believer's lot equally as 
noble and sublime, present trials and sufferings equally of as little 
moment, whatever may be the form in which Christ is to show himself 
to be the arbiter of national destinies, and the king of nations, and 
whatever may be the manner in which the nations shall acknowledge 
him as Lord, and render to him their homage. He who shares in any 
way with Christ in shaping the destiny of nations, and who is to par- 
ticipate in the glory of his victory over the nations, can work on 
steadfast and courageous amid all the trials and discouragements of 
this earthly life. 

But every life has its trials and its discouragements. No Chris- 
tian is without his dark days when it is needful to exhort him to "lift 
up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees." Then the great 
truths relating to the future but certain victory of his Lord over the 
nations, come to him with inspiration and power. Then the Old Tes- 
tament teachings in regard to the results of the Incarnation, those 
national results of which the New Testament says comparatively so 
little, are the need of the soul. Nothing succeeds like success. Next 
to success itself is the assurance of it. The Old Testament is the book 
of assurances, the book for assurance. 



